News in the School District

-
ESL Students Fly a Kite & Meeteld Rils

Upcoming School Board Meeting
few lucky Ring & Love students ma
Anew friends during a unique ESL p
gram created by teach&urrin See.
The first grade students wrote letters to
each other and learned more about se
8| tence structure and expressing themsel
and their ideas. They shared feelings,

described activities, and asked their pen

September 9, 2003 .
September 23, 2003
October 14, 2003. ..
SOctober 28, 2003. ..

Administration Building
Rogers Elementary Schod
Ring Elementary School
Love Elementary School

ALL SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS BEGIN A 7:00 PM. THE HOST
SCHOOL FOR THE MEETING WILL PRESENT A REPORT

v/

pals questions. At the end of the yehe
students met for the first time culminati
a unit called “Flying High with Kites.” The
learned what kites meant for different cultures, types of kites, and how to dgsign
their own kites. The children met to fly kites and have a picnic at Ring School ch
child created a kite for their pen pal and had fun working together to fly thef n
kites. Reading, writing and flying kites added up to a fun learning experienc

Transportation Departmen
Important for JPS

Department moved into a ney
transportation and mainte
nance facility located at 1056 Allel
Street. The new facility houses thg

district’'s bus fleet, vehicle repair
shop, storage, maintenance workK
shops, and purchasing depart

Notice of Tutorial Assistance Sgices L ast fall, JPSransportation

NOTICE is hereby given to parents/guardians that
Jamestown Public Schools has been awarded a
Reading Excellence Act (REALTorial Assistance
grant to provide supplemental giees to k3 stu
dents at Love, Bush, and Ring Elementachools.
Tutoring will be provided by highly trained profes
sionals and occur before and/or after school, wegkl ment.

ends, and/or summers. The focus of instruction wll The new facility houses the
be on mastering phonemic awareness, systemafid entire bus fleet in one location,
phonics, fluencyvocabulay and reading comprehgnfl \which helps the district monitor
sion. runs, maintain vehicles, give drivers
a central location for meetings, and provides the flexibility to quickly revise bus trig

o

FARENTS/GUARDIANS of Jamestown Public School
students in grades-Kin Love, Bush, and Ring
Elementay Schools are hereby given notice of thejr
right to receive tutoring for their children, based of
District assessments, from tutoring providers bot
inside and outside their school through this gran

it is a welcome change to have all our excellent drivers and monitors gathering i
place exchanging ideas and helping the district’s entire transportation operation.

anticipates requiring 20 paraprofessionals for the 2003-04 school year

S

when necessargince the safe transportation of all students is of utmost importarjce,

one

JPS currently has 38 bus drivers operating 43 buses, two full time mechanics, §nd

The Jamestown City School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, 4pe, vet
eran or marital status, political affiliation, race, creed or religion, coktional origin
or disability in the employment and educational opportunities it offers, includfhg
vocational opportunities, school services and extracurricular events as required Ry Title
IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation jct of
1973. Grievance procedures are established to provide for the prompt and eduitable
resolution of complaints pertaining to discrimination.
District 504 Coordinator District Title IX Coordinator|
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Summer School Includes |MESSAGE:
‘Enriching Experiences” SUPERINTENDEN]

_ , _ | Raymond RAshan
ime Scene Investigators worked overtime solvi
mysteries during the recent summer break.
tudents in the 6l Science Enrichment Progra
) analyzed fake blood samples to determine the blog
§ types of sus
|l pects, all as
part of a
two-week
class taught
by Patty
Lefford.
Patric Mitchell and Bill Inglesby investigated fake blooStudents
samples during their & Science Enrichment Class.|agrned about
forensic histe
ry, tools and techniques; crime scene procedures,
gerprinting and analysis, ballistics, material analysib
and DNA finger
printing.
Students used biologghemistry and physics to analyze
different clues to determine who committed the crime.
"I wanted to take the
class because | like read
ing mystery books," said
student, Dylan Kmp. "l
love solving mysteries
with my friends."
CSl was just one of
many summer courses
offered to students
through the 5th - 8th
grades Enrichment
Program and the tradi
tional Summer School  Jpsstudent, Omozuwa Otamere, prepares fjo
offered to Pre-K through 4th grade during a summer school sessiof.
12th grades. Enrichment
courses in Math, Science and Creative Writing were Feve inerersad) angl ihet
offered for two-week sessions. Creative writing included rhyming pdeagtured fairy tales, [tihey need to talk with their
legends and short story work. Eight students from this Enrichment course also completefrespective principals and
chapter book, which they are trying to get published. Science topics beSidie€lGded creat | guidance counselors about
ing rocket cars and designing roller coasters. Math enrich the exact requirements thaf

that | welcome our stu

dents back to school
this fall. It has been a very
busy summer with building
construction at the
Technology Academy
Jamestown High School,
Fletcher Elementary Bush
Elementary and Ring
Elementary schools. Many
of these buildings have had
extensive renovation work
done and for some class
rooms, not all of the work
5 ! will be completed by the
Math Enrichment teacheCandace Callen, asks studenlsstart of school. The con
questlons about measurements. StrUCtIOn crews WI" now
move to second shift and
continue to work through-
out the school year until
these projects are complet
ed. Fletcher School and thq
Tech Academy will be com
pleted shortly after the
start of school. Bush, Ring
and JHS will take more
time to complete and go
further into the school year
before completion. All proj-
ects will be completed in
these buildings by the end
of the summer in 2004.

Again, | would like to
remind parents of students
in our school district that
graduation requirements

I t is with great pleasure

" ik

Rogers’ summer school teachHeuth Davison,
works with her Pre-K students on ELA

ment stressed are now needed to graduatg
prob|em_so|\/ing from JHS. The No Child
and creative think Left Behind Mandate and
ing by having stu our own New York State
dents work on standa}rds _have been raised
projects using fand this will have fgrther

. impacts on your children.
math skills. The district provides tutor-
ing before and after school
for students who are havingg
a difficult time in their aca-
demics. W& encourage all

r

See Summer School crage 3

Eric Schwob discusses
an illustration as part
of the Creative Writing
Enrichment Course.

JHS senigiStephen Graves, practices his com

skills during a Keyboarding Class. See Superintendent omadge 5




Washington teacheBrenda Wson, speaks to graduates.

Washington teacheDanyel o
Sundquist, gives Lisa Scarpino J.-" -
Jefferson students clap to acknowledge all their parent’ support. her diploma. ! — |
s e
S Middle School '
Jefferson ..l' . . . §
Principal, Carm ~-.._ Moving Up Ceremonies
Proctor, gives her, : F
graduates a 4 ) J une 23 5 2003 : r
round of 3 4 ’
applause. ."I & Washington teache€arm
? .HII Micciche, gives Adam .
Town his diploma. ]
e I Rersell Science B s
N el ' teacherBrianna e
i__.--""- "'._ “e-.... @ Moller, awards E‘"\_‘
— 1 "™ Ronald Love the ;
— Highest & Greatest HH\"’
: 1 Achievement Award.

Persell Spanish teach&ohn Escobar
awards Bter Field the Outstanding
Achievement Award.

JHS2003 graduates and Jefferson
alumni, Allison Anderson and Aleida
Foulk, spoke to students.

Rersell Graduation Ceremonies.

Parents & Students Start Thinking About College Now!

Myth #1 - | don’t need to think about college yet, I'm only a sophomore.

History Comes Alive for Areaelcherd
Parents Look at the New \Wbsite

n rea teachers learned more about United

States history thanks to the JPS three-yearf

“Teachers Discovering History as Historians
Grant” from the U.S. Department of Education.
During a recent two-week semindi teachers fronf
17 out of 18 Chautauqua County school districts
attended courses that included the study of locaj
history, the Constitution to 1865p§ Civil War to
1920s, and the 1930s to the present &aghers
received training on technolgggyocument- based
questions and interacted with nationally recognized historians and spea
such as DrPeter Onuf from the University of Virginia, Eric Rothschild from
Columbia Universityand Dr Philip Payne from St. Bonaventure University or
variety of historical topics.

Fletcher Artist of the
Month Rogram

Fletcher students, AlexisaBlson & Rtrick Fellows, teacher
ers Jan Gould, and RRTPresident, & Fellows display prints and
a biography of Artist of the Month, Edouard Manet.

n addition to student art displays at Fletchar
dents and staff can now learn more about
nffamous artists each month through a new exH

“For the teachers, the seminar was a rigorous and exciting immersi bit
fresh ways to teach United States Histosgid Project Directorfaul Benson. | Program. Art teachedan Gould, developed the
“They said they couldn’t wait to get back to the classroom to put this n rogram wher_e a Wernzel e 2 prlnt_by s
knowledge to work for their students.” artist, a de;crlptlon o_f the work, and blo_graphy _

R . . the artist will be on display for a month in the mgin

A significant compgnent of Fhe grar_lt _|ncluded the design and devel Rall. This helps students meet the Nat&ndard of
ment of a comprehensive website providing educators, parents, and st q@ﬁ?ﬁing about and discussing artists and their
with hundreds of sites to enhance the study of United States hitisrgasyf] work. The program was made possible through jhe
to navigate site provides immediate access to primary source documentg gleiserosity and support of the RWhich funded a
torically significant materials, multimedia presentations and virtual tours p$500 grant and a $75 mini-grant from the
each specific topic in United States histdriere are additional links to Newj Chautauqua Countyeachers’ CenteFramemaster
York State examination review sources, document based questions, histpfovided additional support for the project by pr
journals and texts, current events and lesson plans. Anyone may acces tW.%'”g ¢lE5® SN [EIDET 19 izmE WS Euinens
site athttp://www.teachersqis;overinqhistorvashistorians.ccamd then click _Summer School (cont.)
on Teacher ResourceBhe site is also accessed through the Jamestown Pulfic
Schools web sitétip://wwwiamestownpublicschools.orglThe following are | Elémentary summer school focused on Englgh
some of the topics from the website: Langua_ge Arts with _other core curriculum in

grated into the session. Middle School sumrfer
Historical Time Periods and Topics school courses offered included: Math, ELA
. L e ; ; i . | and ESL for 5th & 6th graders and El.Math,
Geography < New \Wtld Beginnings « English America 1500-1700 Social Studies, and ESL for 7th and 8th graders.

American Life in the 17th Century « Colonial Society 1700-1775 « The D
for North America < Revolutionary & < The Confederation and

Summer school for JHStudents included

You should begin accumulating a desirablé G#tracurricular and leadership involvement, and community service hours at he

beginning of your sophomore year

Myth #2 - It really doesn’t matter which courses | take at JHS as long as | get good grades.

Most colleges have entrance requirements that outline the minimum number of Science, English, and Social Studies courges you

must have completed at JHS.

Myth #3 - It is better to have an A in a regular course than a B in an honors course.

No. Most colleges will accept the B honors student before an A non-honors student. Choosing to take an honors course ihdicates

that you're ready to work hardewilling to stretch, and driven to excel. AP courses also prepare you to take college courses

Myth #4 - Anyone can get into a SUNY school, and it's two years at JCC and only two more years-gearfoaliege to receive §

bachelor’'s degree.

SUNY schools are becoming increasingly more competitive. Don’t assume you'll getddtmia or UBuntil you’ve been accepted
A degree from JCC doesn’t guarantee you will enter your transfer school as agamm courses may not transfer and/or all
required courses for the school may not be offered at JCC. Decide on your possible transfer schools, researepetreaofase
plan for your intended degree, and compare to JCC.

Myth #5 - Only super geniuses and jocks get scholarships

Scholarships are offered by GRextracurricular activities, demonstrated leadership apifitgnded course studgthnic and religiogs

affiliations, parent workplace offerings, and community service wookl. Yiust display promise and a desire to work hard starti
with the scholarship application itseBubmit everything on time!

Start looking into your options nowall Leann Love at the JHS College/Career Counseling Center at 483-3470 for more infor
on career and college information searches, scholarships, building your resume, essay writing materials, test preparation

and student job opportunities.

| ]

Ination
materials,

6 Renaissance

T i ~English 9 though 12, Global History | & II, US
Constitution « The Supreme Court « United States 1789-1800 « Jefferso iafistory/Government, Government/Economics

Democracy ¢ United States 1809-1824 « Jacksonian Democracy 1824-184@|gebra SurveyGeometry SurveyMath A Prep,
Immigration & Genealogy « National Economy 1790-1860 « Reform and Earth Science, BiologKeyboarding.

Culture 1790-1860 -« Slavery and the Slave Controversy « Manifest DestjQy

1841-1848 +Sectionalism 1848-1861 » The Civial¥ Reconstruction « The 1st Day of School Info

Gilded Age 1865-1900 - Agriculture and the[ﬂ)lists . Imperialism « \&frld Shocﬂs will open for students on wnesday

War | « The Eisenhower Era * The Sixties « The Seventies « The Eighties gn eptember 3rd. Elementary School studens
Nineties « The New Millennium « Current Events « Local History hould arrive for school between 8:30 a.m

and 8:45 a.m.The first day for elementary stud
will be a haltday with dismissal scheduled for
A1:30 a.m. The first full day for elementary-stu
dents will be ThursdgySeptember 4th. Dismissal
time will be 3:00 p.m.

Middle School students will report for a full dgy

nts

More training will be available to teachers through two inservice days. Ne
summer’s seminar topic will be “Struggles for Justice” including civil rights
African Americans, VBmen, Native Americans, Hispanics, and other affecte
groups in our society

of school starting at 8:30 a.m. School will be-di
missed at 3:05 p.meachers will advise student
of necessary supplies.

High School students should report to their
homeroom at 8:00 a.m. where they will receive
As part of theBundle Them UpCampaign, drop-off boxes for gooq information about after school activities and locks

quality, used coats will be at each school’s main entrance. Thq for their lockers. Students should have receive
Jamestown Schools have collected over 1,200 coats in the pasfjtmmneroom assignments through the Guidanc
years for less fortunate children in our area and helped the Salvgt®ifice. If a student did not, call Guidance at 48§-

Army save over $10,000 to buy other items for needy childrenf 3470. School will be dismissed at 3:00 p.m. Buges
will also begin running on WWdnesday

Please Support the Salvation Army’s
Coats for ChildrerCampaigt
September 8th through October 17th

SEPT « OCT 20033



Construction
Update

Fletcher Elementar
School

Classroom addition, parkin
lot, masonry restoration, inte
nal remodeling and new elev4
tor are all completed. Five ref

ovated classrooms were com
pleted in Spring 2003.

Technolog
Academy

The Bchnology Academy
will be 85% completed ag
of Fall 2003. The basement
floor on Spring Street sidge
will be student-occupief
starting in mid-Septembe
for classes in middle schop
alternative education, GED,
home teaching, and Adult
Education courseq.

= =

Bush Elementary School

mostly completed. New office area completed after renovatio
shown above this summer

Jamestown High School

Jamestown High School will be 85% complete bif #003. New bleach
ers were installed at McElrath Gym. Extensive electricalA@Vplumbing
and general contractor work is complete. Most of the technology for th

building is also complete. New Science rooms are mostly completed.

Martin Road Athletic Felds

Two softball fields, baseball fields and
soccer fields are complete but grass
needs further growth on soccer fields
before use. The Jamestown side concgs
sion stand is complete, lights, and seore
boards installed. Baseball fields were
used for Babe Ruth 16-yeald
Championships to practice for games.
Parking lot complete adding 144 parking Additions completed for mid-dil 2003. Internal room renova
spaces. Vdlking trail complete with some tions and parking lot mostly completed.

trees replaced due to weather

Ring Elementary School

Additions completed for mid-dl 2003. Internal room renovations

S

4 Renaissance

Sign Up for After School Fgrams

There are six comprehensive, licensed, a

free after school programs in JPS schoo

this year operating Monday taifay from
3 to 6 p.m. on days that school is in sessior]
Operation of these programs is a partnersh
between the District, the YMCA at Ring and
Rogers, and the YWCA at Love, Bush,
Washington and Jeffersonuiding for these
programs comes from the 21st Century model bi-plane created du
Community Learning Center grants, Office for "9 -ove's After School
Children and Rmily Services, The After School Summer Program.

Physical Educationelachers

Attend Coopers Instituteraining
‘}S Physical Education teachers recently attended

Corporation, and Jamestown Public Schools. All of the progran@ already studied and the opportunity to learn new

currently accepting enrollment but capacity is limited. Call the

appropriate Site Coordinator for more details and to register yquiutrition and information on helping students develop

child.
Bush Elementary - Becky Wilson, Site Coordina#t30-3058
Love Elementary - dresa Davis, Site Coordinatdi50-3052

personal

fitness plan, which will be incorporated with

district’'s new equipment purchases from the Carol M.
White Physical Education Grant.

Ring Elementary - Len Barrpite Coordinatqr450-7967
Rogers Elementary - Jennifer Swan-Lueze,
Site CoordinatQr499-7619
Jefferson Middle School - Cheryl Gulotti, Site Coordina#k®9-3424
Washington Middle School - Donna Smith,
Advantage Director4d50-7969

March

ing Band Ready for Seasoall

Festival of Bands September 13

Summer BasketballrBgram a Success

003 has been a busy summer of hoops &sily Boys]
28asketbal| coach Ben Drake and junior varsity coach
Ken Ricker! They held three weekend team tourna
ments (varsityjunior varsity middle school), two weekend
clinics, and three weeks of camp. In addition to instruct
over 100 boys and girls this summer in the camps and
ics, the two have also volunteered to coach in over 60 s

mer league and tournament games combined.
“Our off-season dedication and preparation has

been the foundation for our success since I've been herg

said Coach Drake. “W have been lucky to have kids loyal

our system who have put in the time, and they have bep Band Booster parent, or at the dod®upport

rewarded for doing so.”

JHS Grad, Tim Anderson, Nine players coached by Ben Drake have gone d

JHSBand per
formed in the
Babe
Ruth/LucyDesi
Parade in
August.

i
(]ﬁ S Red Raider Marching Band’'s Seasonfs

full swing. The Rll Festival of Bands

ill be held on September 13, 2003 at
Strider Field starting at 2 p.m. Bands patti
pating include: OrchardaF, FalconerWest
Seneca Wst and LancasteTickets are $4
‘and are available from any band member

1]

your band and have fun too!

10)

helped coach the Summer

Hoops Program and cur Play in college, three of which have received a scholarshjp.

rently attends and plays Two of those include 2003 graduates, Greg Thom arel K
baSkétgggr%;_SUNY McDermott, who have received scholarships to Roberts
Wesleyan and Geneva College, respectively

“These players didn’t come to us in ninth grade as dominating players,” gaieur support of the 2003-2004 school budg

Coach Drake. “But we opened the gym and offered our time and instruction
round. It's up to the players to take advantage of that. Greg @eddid that, and
now they are being rewarded for their efforts. When players come to our gy
over time become great players because of that, it really makes us feel goo
the job we’re doing.”

The results in the winter have also been impressive. In five years, Ben Drdi@ven this large cut in services and staff

owns a 91-27 record and should reach 100 wins quicker than any coach in 3J

have dominated their competition with five straight league titles (including a
league record in the last three seasons) and have advanced to the Section
A-1 finals in four out of those five years.

“l don’t know how long we can keep that streak intact,” said Drake. “Onc|
again, we have lost some great seniors who will be tough to replaceilMtin

tory. In addition, after losing league championships since 1982, the Red RaiT S

Superintendent (cont.)

students to take advantage of these opportu
nities.
Lastly, | would like to say thank you for

&L This was the most difficult budget ever
compiled in my fifteen years as a school
superintendent. We tried to keep taxes down
bi'& tting over $5 million dollars in expen

. But again, because we are so
dependent upon state aid for our revenues,

LEmeabers was not enough to keep taxes fronj
rising. A major issue that faces administra
{Jors in the budget process is the continual
Mérease in mandates but with no funding to
&lppsdrt them. This means that this cost has
to be pushed on to the local taxpayer
hbecause that is the only other place revenugq
can be realized.

In closing, let me say that we are doing

our fair share of games, and we will lose some along the way as well, but | d B L
you that we will not be outworked. Btake pride in always being more prepar[g

than our opponents.”

é Hest job that we can do to keep costs
own and still provide a quality education
for our children.

SEPT « OCT 2003

ertified Physical Fitness Specialist training conductgd

y The Cooper Institute, an internationally known s
ence and research foundation. The department goal i
have all JP$hysical education teachers trained in this
method. Workshop highlights included: exercise and safe
Megan Murphy paints herf ty - anatomyblood pressure and body composition, fithngss
assessment, goal setting, strength and flexibility trainigg,
cardiovascular training, nutrition and motivation. The
course offered teachers a chance to review topics the

to

physical education techniques. The course stressed, sffety

e



High School News

Brian Bogey

directs the
ACappella Choir
during
Baccalaureate|

.'lll.r.

JHSGraduates during the Baccalaureate processional at First Lutheran Church

f /

Kaitlin Daly spoke on the "H .
importance of parents to the : Joe Andrews
JHSgraduates. l,-"r speaks at

E‘“m,‘ Baccalaureate.
Congratulations &
Good Luck
Class of 2003!

Superintenden,
Ray Fashanq,

Salutatorian, ~
Steven
Wendelboe, Y
speaks at >
Commencement. *.

2 Renaissance

delivers hi
Lt Commencemeit
|~ Speech.
!
5 Valedictorian
k Dave Fiorella}
y delivers hid —_—
[ speech|. . Te—
I —— ]
\ - ==
, ' B
3 =
' ] f
. | .
h v )
Pty Commencementy 3
ot SpeakerDr. Gary Tuce. & 3
-d"- frea,
. e Tteel, . B Class Presidents, Chelsea Bush and
T T ! Ashley Gollnick.

- 2003-04 SA Information
Families, JHS is adding an October BA0 their testing
friends and,  gcpedule for the 2003-04 school ydRegistration

JPSstaff . .
watir?ed as for the October SAis September 9th. Other timeg

Commence- the SAT is offered at JHS include:
ment was

S‘g:ﬂeasttgwn - November 1, 2003 deadline 9/26/03
Savings Bank « December 6, 2003 degdline 10/30/03
Ice Arena . May 1, 2004 deadline 3/25/04

this year

Make a Difference with CEO Ring Starts the
You can help shape the future of our community amlr, Frances C. Bellitto

provide a chance to make a difference in the life of Fund

a young person by donating to The Chautauqua
Educational Opportunity (CEO). Through CEBigh school .C. Ring Elementary School
teachers and guidance counselors identify motivated sg announces the formation of
dents who have special challenging circumstances in th&w?the Dr. Frances C. Bellitto
lives, yet have the potential to succeed in college. CEOFund. Dr Bellitto, who recently
students receive a $1,000 award toward tuition at ~ Passed awayad a 39-year career
Jamestown Community College. This award allows thed¥th the Jamestown Public
individuals to rise above the challenges they face and Schools. She began at Love
take the first step towards realizing their potential. This past year 11 scholarships were giveRq8!: then moved to Ring
JHSstudents. Please consider sponsoring a §tEdent. Your sponsorship will make a tremen School as a special education
dous difference in one student’s life, but it also brings a benefit to you, your business, or teache,r.and Iater'as coordlna.tor
organization. Each CEO student is required to complete a major project and/or internshipogfecial education for the dis
dinated by JCC. Students will be assigned to specific projects based on their interests-an&r'ﬁbilﬁhe retlre_d In 1999 as
ties. A member of the JCC faculty works with the student. CEO is funded from private sour%gg(_:tor of PUp_'l Ié;rsonr?el_
and foundations and is managed by the Chautauqua Region ComnaunityaEon. Currently S.er.wce.hD.rBeIIgto S fam||%/ 1S Ero
the scholarship pool is earmarked for graduating students who participated in the JHS Niﬁﬁ”‘{ggéoﬁ;;is rirr:ok?;ymoerrrtlo?
Grade Tansition Bam, which includes students that are at risk, but with potential and ma)ovi" t;e used 1o aid in the educ);
need additional support when transitioning to JH&: Rore information on the program, or to .
donate, please contact Mike McElrath at 3#®883-4299. All donations are tax deductible anﬁ)on of_speCIaI nbeeds (sjtuden:]s.
gifts at any level are appreciated. CEECGa cooperative project of JPS, JCC, Jamestown Frggcaélsogzn(i:gg Eﬁdn'?'r%s(teéo the Dr
Community Lgarning Cpuncil, The Manuf{;\cturers Association of the jJamestown Area, the Agency Account, C/O Jamestown
Jamestown City Council, Chautauqua Striders and Chautauqua Region Comrounitiafon. Public Schools, 201 E.drth

i Street, J town, NY 14701.
New Middle School Schedule Changes reet, Jamestown

4 school yearror the past 18 months, the Middle SchoasHR Brce, a group of 35 teachers, administrators, parents

nd community members have been examining trends and issues in middle schools. In doing so, the group dgveloj
a common set of beliefs to guide their work. Based on these beliefs, and the study of national research, the grofip put
forth a set of recommendations around the school schedule and the working of teams. The following highlights gmphe
size the core changes to the schedule:

‘ISstudents will be looking at a new schedule and some accompanying recommendations for teams during the 200

e Trimester (13-week) Approachrimesters break the school year into three grading periods instead.oMittuthe old
system, report cards came out every 10 weeks, reflecting only a limited amount of grades. The extra time in trimepters
offer a more accurate assessment of student progress.

e Changes in Unified Arts/Exploratory Coursés:an effort to accommodate set-up and take-down time, and to allowgfor

more meaningful experiences in these courses,asle Horce recom

mended that the Unified Arts/Exploratory Courses meet 60 minute Beliefs About Middle School Students

for 13 weeks instead of 42 minutes for 10 weeks. As a trade-off t

balance time, students will have only one of the following two coL Middle School students develop at different social,

es each year: Either Art or Music « Eithexchnology or Computers «emotional, physical, and cognitive rates. Middle Schopl

Either Health or BEmily and Consumer ScienceAFS) students need high quality academic programs th
provide structure and consistenags well as opportu

As an example, if a student has Aréchinology and Health in 5th  nities for expression, seliscovery and physical activi

grade they would also have those same courses in 7th grade. In Y- Middle School students seek acceptance and-megn

and 8th grade, they would have Music, Computers, & FThis ingful experiences in school, home, and community

change also ensures that all students, in each of the three middl Middle School students need encouragement, dire
schools, will have similar programming. tion, and support form caring adults as they strive fi
’ both academic and personal success

e Changes in Physical Educatidiie Task Force recommended that

PE classes move from meeting every 42 minutes to 60 minutes every othkr ddglition, to accommodate some of t

other time allocation in the schedule, this change has a significant focus on health and wellness, an important fgctor f
middle school students. Not only will it allow students to access the new grant-purchased equipment, but recentfstudi
have shown a positive correlation between increased physical activity and academic performance.

* Longer More Flexible Blocks of Time foe@ms:This change allots blocks of time for teams to utilize as they see fit.
Instead of a regimented eight-period gdgams have large instructional blocks of time and are empowered to split fhat
time to best suit the needs of their students in relation to their subject. iakettédrie blocks of time lend themselves

more naturally in integrated activities, connections between subjects, and special projects.

The Task Brce worked long and hard at developing these recommendations. In doing so, they reached consensus on ¢
aspect. They eagerly await school opening as they move these recommendations from paper to practice.

SEPTe OCT 20037



