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Upcoming School Board Meetings

November 12, 2003 . . . Lincoln Elementary School
November 18, 2003 . . . Work Session Admin Bldg 
November 25, 2003 . . . Fletcher Elementary School 
December 16, 2003 . . . Bush Elementary School

ALL SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS BEGIN AT 7:00 PM. THE HOST SCHOOL
FOR THE MEETING WILL PRESENT A REPORT.

Jamestown Board of Education 2003~2004
Joseph Pawelski, President
Nancy Knee, Vice President
Laurel Lucas, Thomas Pope, 

Christine Schnars, Stephen Shulman, Timothy Thomas

News in the School District
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News from Jamestown School District
National Hispanic Heritage Month

M
any schools across the district
celebrated National Hispanic
Heritage Month from September

15th-October 15th. The displays across
the district contained maps, sample of
Hispanic foods, photographs and
Hispanic mementos. 

Hispanic people have played an
important roll in the history of our Nation
and by celebrating Hispanic Heritage
Month students learn to understand the
ethnic diversity in the United States. The

Hispanic
community has given us general, admi-
rals, philosophers, statesmen, musicians,
doctor and Nobel prizewinning scien-
tists. It is appropriate that we pause to
recognize the Hispanic heritage.

Testing, Holidays & 
Important Dates 

November 1, 2003 SAT
November 8, 2003 K-4 Early Literacy 

Profile 
November 19-20, 2003 Grade 5 Social 

Studies Test
November 26-28, 2003 Thanksgiving 

Recess
December 6, 2003 SAT
December 22,2003- 
January 1, 2004 Winter Recess

“E
very morning Eloise has hard-boiled eggs
for breakfast. She never eats them fried
‘cause boiled egss are the fastest! Eloise

the elephant thinks that eggs are dandy. She eats
eleven everyday and says they taste like candy!”
sings Betsy Holans’ UPK class at Lincoln. 

The students are learning the alphabet
through song. It is one of many activities that UPK
students throughout the district participate in
through the program. The program is well-round-
ed using developmentally appropriate programs
focusing on all elements of early literacy learning
for Jamestown Public Schools children who will be
four years old by December 1st. All UPK teachers
are NYScertified and each classroom has a teacher
assistant. Class sizes do not exceed sixteen. 

The UPK program is in its sixth year and
offers both half day and full day programs. There
are four sites, A Children’s Place, JCC Children’s
Center, Rogers School andnew this year Lincoln
School. The program is currently enrolled at 126
students but there is a waiting list for this school
year.

“Universal Pre-Kindergarten is extremely important to the JPS,” said Director of Elementary & Remedial Education,
Susan Wilson. “Students need to come to school ready to learn and the
experiences they receive in a quality preschool prepares the students for
school. In addition to learning readiness skills for reading and math, the
children also learn to get along with to others and how to be a part of a
learning community. Because of the UPK Program, students receive a won-
derful learning experience in classrooms within the district and in the
classrooms at the local providers.”

The UPK Program is supported by the Family Enrichment Coordinators
provided through the Jamestown Community Learning Council. They provide a home/school connection and are
trained in the Parents as Teachers program. 

The UPKProgram holds year-round recruiting for the 2004-05 school year. Anyone with questions or would like to
apply to the program can contact the UPK Information Line at 483-0924. 

Universal Pre-Kindergarten Prepares 
Kids for School

UPK Sites
A Children’s Place 487-1984
JCC Campus Children’s Center 665-5220
Lincoln School 483-4412
Rogers School 483-4408
Love School (PACT Program) 483-4405

Sandra Rosario, English as a Second Language
paraprofessional, and Carmen Montanez, Hispanic
Outreach/Minority Liaison, show JHS Principal, Joe
Yelich, their Hispanic Heritage Display

J
amestown High
School would like
to thank First

Lutheran Church for
their donation of the
use of their parking
lot for our students.
The fee of $80 that
the high school col-
lects from students
who use the parking
lot is used for the
security officers that
patrol the parking
lot. 

T
he Board of Education recognizes the rights of
parent/guardians to be fully informed of all information rele-
vant to their children who participate in program and project

funded by Title I. The district shall ensure parental involvement in
these programs and projects by: 

• Providing such technical assistance, coordination and sup-
port for such parental involvement activities as parenting classes,
shared decision making, in-school volunteer programs and coordi-
nated early learning programs;

• Convening an annual building meeting to which all par-
ents/guardians of participating children shall be invited;

• Providing parents/guardians with reports on their children’s
progress;

• Providing opportunities for regular meetings of
parents/guardians. 
Families of students with disabilities will be provided with
home/school liaison services and families of students with limited
English proficiency will be afforded special outreach programs. 

THANK YOU
JPS’BOE!!

October 27th - 31 was
School Board
Recognition Week and
our BOE was com-
mended for their tire-
less work and com-
mitment on behalf of
the children in our
community.

JPS’ Board of Education 2003-04: Thomas
Pope, Christine Schnars, Deann Nelson, Joe

Pawlaski, Laurel Lucas, Nancy Knee, and
Timothy Thomas. 

Lincoln Universal Pre-Kindergarten teacher, Betsy Holan, works with her students on their alphabet.

Thank You!! 1st Lutheran Church 

Persell students, Carlos Garcia,
John Serra, Leonardo Rodriguez,
WilliamTapia, Taylor Torres and
Natali Morales show off their

Hispanic heritage display.

The JHSVarsity Boys’ Soccer team had a stellar sea-
son this year! They won the ECIC Division 1
Championships, are ranked 2nd in Western New
York and 15th in the state. Sam Stewart had 14
goals and 17 assists this year while goalie, Richie
Saullo had 8 shutouts. The team’s overall record
was 12-3-1 with a league record of 8-2. The team
went undefeated in their last 7 games.
Congratulations on a superb effort!!

See all the Fall Sports Updates onPage 6

Congratulations Boys’ Soccer
Division 1 Champs!!

Congratulationsto the Red Raiders Marching Band

who placed third in the Large School 2 division at the New
York State Field Band
Conference
Championships at the
Syracuse University Carrier
Dome. The Red Raiders,
defending state champs,
posted a score of 93.74,
less than a point behind
the band who won the
state crown this year.
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Persell Middle School

F
ifth grade students at Persell Middle School took an electronic field trip through Colonial
Williamsburg.   Prior to attending the field trip, Soldier of Liberty, students were briefed
on the American Revolution.  Because this is a topic that students don’t study for some

time, it was in a sense an introduction to it all.  
The Soldier of Liberty was broken down into three segments.  Each segment portrayed a

different aspect of war.  In the first scene students witnessed the battle of a young man
deciding to become a Patriot and go into military action.  This same man is also dealing with
the fact that the girl he has been courting is a Loyalist supporter.  In the second scene we
find out that soldiers really spend more time in camp, cleaning their weapons than they do
fighting.  

After the presentation students completed a reflective journal on what they saw.  Teachers
also walked the students through an on-line quiz in which students had to make moral and
ethical decisions.  At the end of the quiz we were told if we were more like a Patriot or
Loyalist and also which character we were most like. 

The students enjoyed being able to learn history in a manner other than by using their textbook.  The live call in session with
Williamsburg characters was a highlight for all!  Students look forward to reliving history this way in the future!  - Phil Cammarata, Principal

W
ashington eighth grade English teacher, Barbi
Price, has been recruited to join a three-year
collaboration between local public schools and

JCC’s “Museum Without Walls.” The initiative, known as
“The Museum Access, Recruitment, and Critical
Thinking,” is a pilot project in its first year with a core
group of teachers working JCC museum curator, Jim
Colby, to develop a curriculum for students based on the
gallery’s collection.

Mrs. Price is the Middle School Representative
for the program. She attends seminars and collaborates
with other area teachers to develop teacher models fit
for specific age groups. 

“Right now, we are focusing on finding ways for
English teachers to connect with Stephen Marc’s digital
photo collage collection of the Jamestown community,”
said Mr. Colby.

Mrs. Price is enthusiastic about the learning
opportunities that this project may open up for middle
school students.

“Describing, interpreting, and evaluating visual
media can help promote critical thinking and offers a
wide spectrum of interesting writing prompts,” said Mrs.
Price. - Dan Bracey, Principal

BRitish Royal Governor Dunmore and rebel
Patrick Henry respond to a telephoned question

from a student: “Were the American rebels
patriots or traitors?”

Washington Middle School

Fall Sports Update

The Jamestown Boys’ Cross Country team is looking stronger than ever.
League all-stars with the State Meet as their goal, Travis Prejean and
Martin Skelton, have returned to lead the team, and they’ve gotten rein-
forcements. Toss transfer student Jake Bowman and track standouts Mike
Towne and Rich Shelley into the mix, and you’ll understand why the boys

are currently 7-0 this season. The team also placed 3rd at the September

20th Western New York Invitational. Currently ranked 9th among Western
New York programs. 

The Ladies’ Cross Country team is at an exciting point this season.
The ladies are able to field a complete team for the first time in nearly
two years. Kailey Harvey, in her most recent race, defeated the defending
CCAA League
champion.
The ladies

placed 4th at
the recent
Western New
York
Invitational,
and the team
has many
more suc-
cesses to
come. 

The JHS Girls’Volleyball team is off to their best start ever in the
team’s history. At this point they are undefeated in non-league play
and are tied for 3rd plac in Div 1. Recently, they defeated power-
house Clarence for the first time since entering the difficult ECIC
eight years ago. Leading the team are six seniors who have been
involved in the program since 7th grade. They include Aimee
Anderson, Lindsey Brown, Heather Hollabaugh, Shawuanda Nance,
Jena Quackenbush, and Lindsay Stronz. Also, playing are our under-
classman Breanna Beals, Tyler Lillie, Julie Lundgren, and Megan
Seastead.

The lady raiders JV volleyball team recently completed a great
season. Their ending record was 18-4 overall and 12-4 in league play.
On the court leadership was provided by four super sophomores;
Alex Caldwell, Erin Larson, Laurel Triscari, and Rebecca Zimmerman.
Alex, Erin, and Rebecca led the team in kills while Laurel kept setting
them up.  A fantastic group of freshman joined the team this year.
Keeping the team on track were managers Kathy Farr and Shawna
Hess.  Great work ladies!

The JHSGirls’ Varsity Soccer Team completed the regular
season with a 8-5-3 record. In ECIC Division 1 League
play, the Lady Raiders were 4-4-2 finishing in 3rd place. 

“W e got off to a great start going 7-1-0 in the first half
of the season, but stumbled a bit in the second,” said
Coach Randy Anderson. “Still we’re seeded 5th in the AA
Playoffs and feel as if we have as good a chance as any-
one to do well.”

Captains senior sweeper Allison Whitermore, a First
Team ECIC All-STar in 2002 and senior goalkeeper Allison
Dupler, who has recorded seven shutouts this year.

Other returning senior lettermen on this year’s side are
Rachel Deppas, Kaitlyn
Joslyn, Aimee O’Neill,

The JHS JVand Varsity
Cheerleading Team headed
by Stephanie Wilson and
Cathy Moran, had a great fall
season. The girls practiced all
summer with a month of
cheerleading camp to work
on cheers and stunts. It was

a rough year weatherwise to perform the stunts
safely but the girls did a great job and look for-
ward to basketball season. 

The JHS swimming

Jefferson Middle School 

“H
ow do you figure out the total magnification on our
microscopes under low,medium and high?”asks Matt
Turecek to his 7th grade AT Science class.

His class is an accelerated science class where student cover 7th
and 8th grade science in just one year. At the end of the 7th grade
they take the 8th grade science exam. The students will also take
Biology as 8th graders and take the Biology regents at the end of
8th grade, instead of at JHS. 

“The student will go into JHSwith Biology completed,” said
Mr. Turecek. “They will be on track to take some of the Advanced
Placement Science courses earlier and take a more rigorous curricu-
lum not just in Science but also in Math.”

The students love the accelerated pace.
“Mr. Turecek is so cool,” said student, Jon Smeltzer. “We’ve

studied density and matter and learned a lot.”
The accelerated Science program is in its first year and Mr.

Turecek, who was a biology and earth science teacher at JHS, will
also teach the 8th
graders biology.
AT science was started

at the middle schools
for two reasons. we
have the kids with the
abilities to perform well
at these levels and sec-
ondly, these kids then
have a better opportuni-
ty to take multiple AP
science classes at the
high school. Many sci-
ence classes are offered
at the high school and
this type of kid often
has a full schedule. This
program provides more
space to fit in more
classes, said Dave Currie,
Chairperson of Science
Department. 

- Carm Proctor, Principal

The JHS girls’ tennis team competed their first year as
members of the ECIC with a 2-8 record. Senior and
captain, Marijka Lampard, played first and second sin-
gles at the ECIC playoffs. Lina Donisi and Anna
Sandberg went to ECIC with doubles playoffs.

“Moving into the ECIC was challenging,” said
Coach Jim Post. “But, the girls are looking forward to
next year.” 

The JHS gymnastics team has 10 members with the
newest members Alisha Edaly, Katie Clark, Liza Pask
and Sandy Proestler, learning the varsity rules and rou-
tines quickly. The team has struggled this season,with
only one win however they had several girls qualify for
sectionals in individual events. Shandr Margaglio on
vault, Ashely Raymond on bars and beams, and Liza
Pask on beam. “Hitting sectionals is difficult and
requires a lot of hard work. We are proud of the girls
who have achieved this goal,” said coach Karen
Stroup. 

Jefferson 7th graders, Jessica Raymond and Jon
Smeltzer, work with microscopes during their AT

8th grade students, Samantha Harper, Jen Vos, Jade Shirey, Cassandra
Mattson and Jamie Wills gather at the JCC Museum without Walls to examine

Stephen Marc’s work. 

Girls’ JV & Varsity Soccer Girls’ JV & Varsity Volleyball

JV & Varsity Cheerleading

JV & Varsity Football

JV & Varsity Cross Country

Girls’ Varsity Tennis

Swimming

Boys’ JV Soccer 

Gymnastics

The JHS Varisty football team’s started the year with a young team missing 17
starters. The team struggled early on but after a terrific win against
Williamsville North, they made the playoffs, extending their making the play-
offs every year since 1992. The team will be playing Lockport in the first round
of the playoffs and are thrilled to be in the playoffs. The coaches and 43 play-
ers on the team are very happy with that they showed improvement over the
season.

The JHSJV Football team 



Lincoln Elementary School

L
incoln PTA is working hard to update their children’s school playground.
The current playground is approximately 14  years old and made of wood,
which can house bees and other slivers. The PTA is planning on updating to

a quality playground and formed a committee to raise funds. The committee
met with several playground representatives and received bids on the project.
The committee picked Bill Ploetz at Universal Play, which presented a Little
Tykes play system. The PTA began last year by setting aside PTA funds to start
the playground drive. The PTA started this year by sending home, on the first
day of school, a flyer regarding the catalog sale fundraiser. The PTA also recent-
ly held a Family Fun Night at the school and sold Krispy Kreme doughnuts. They
are over half way to their goal. 

“The new playground is a community effort because not only do the
LIncoln students use the playground but so do local residents,” said PTA com-
mittee member, Michelle Gaeta. “We hope the new playground can enhance
the Lincoln School community.”

The goal is to have the new, customized playground installed in the Spring
of 2004.

- Terry Radecki, Principal

Elementary School News
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Love Elementary School

Ring Elementary School

R
ing kids are “rocking” at their new after school program. The Ring R.O.K. Club has 140 students participating in all
sorts of activities including JUMP, photography and
videography, tutoring, KidzMath and KidzLit, swim-

ming, creation station, and arts and crafts. 
The after school program is run in partnership with the

YMCA and has 13 on-site staff members. It is held every full
school day from 3 to 6 p.m. The students receive a snack,
participate in two separate 45-minute activities, receive
homework help, play games and do physical activities.

“We are very lucky to have this program at Ring,” said
Principal, Felix Muzza. “It is important to meet the academic
needs of our children but to also help them with their physi-
cal, social and emotional needs also. This program is a won-
derful way to keep the children in school and productive
during the after school
hours.”  

- Felix Muzza, Principal

Bush Elementary School

L ocal author, Susan Rowan Masters, helps Bush third grade student, Carrie Hall, write an intrigu-
ing question as part of a two-day workshop. The first day, students used journals outside to learn
how to pay attention to their senses in order to become better writers. The second day, students

worked on stretching their imaginations by creating intriguing questions and answers to the questions.
Bush student, Levi Cochran, came up with the question, "Can you touch a star from your bedroom win-
dow?" His answer, "Yes, you could touch a star from your bedroom window, in your dreams." 

"Your brain is a muscle, the more you use it by stretching your imagination and working it, the better
you become at writing," Ms. Masters told the students. 

Ms. Masters' workshop is sponsored through the Arts in Education Program from the Arts Council
for Chautauqua County. - Tom Schmidt, Principal

Fletcher Elementary School

J
anelle Paulson uses her furry friend “Froggy” to to read a Halloween
story to Esteban and Leilani Montanez in their home as their moth-
er, Brenda, looks on. Fletcher School is lucky to have Mrs. Paulson

who runs Jamestown Community Learning Council’s PAT (Parents as
Teachers) program for the district at Fletcher.

PAT is an early childhood parent education and family support pro-
gram designed to help all parents give their children the best possible
start in life. It is a home-school partnership that provides parents with
information on child development from birth to 5 and suggests learn-
ing opportunities that encourage language and intellectual
growth,physical and social skills. It includes personal visits, group
meetings, screening for overall development, language, hearing and
vision, and resource network for parents. Many of the children in the

program have older siblings attending Fletcher.
“My children look forward to Janelle coming to our home,” said Ms. Montanez. “They get so excited and are really get-

ting interested in learning their colors and doing all the activities, even after Janelle leaves.”
The PAT program gives children a solid foundation for school success and promotes strong parent-child relationships. 

- Chris Tracey, Principal

Fletcher Playground Committee members, Cindy Wilson, Michelle
Gaeta and Mary Johnson, show off the new playground drawings
with the help of students from Leslie Cecchini’s kindergarten class,
Fawn Constable, Olivia Nickerson-Koons, Nicy Hodnett and Drew

Gaeta, Matthew Haskins and Brayden Jones. 

Rogers Elementary School

“H
ow many of you remember what the letters in RESPECT stands for?”ask Principal, Sam
Pellerito to Sandy Olson’s 4th grade class.

“R is for doing the right thing, E is for encouraging others, S is for setting goals, Pis for positive atti-
tude, E is being a good example to others, C is for caring for each other and T is for trying your best,”
said the class.

Mr. Pellerito meets with each classroom in the school to encourage the students to do the right thing
and for students to understand at the beginning of the year, Mr. Pellerito’s goals and attitudes for Rogers
school.

“Respect yourself first. I told you when we first met that there would be a test on this information.
But it’s not a regular test like Mrs. Olson might give but the test is what you do , how you conduct your-
self and doing the right thing,” said Mr. Pellerito.

- Sam Pellerito, Principal

Sam Pellerito speaks with a fourth grade class on respect.  

Ring students make Halloween “spiders” out of
Oreo cookies, licorice , and candy during their

Fun Foods activity.

Ring Inclusion Teacher, David Guignon and student, Brian Lisciandro, work
on sounding out 4 to 5 syllable words to help him prepare for the 4th

L
ucky Love students are learning from some special St.
Bonaventure interns through a unique collaboration. Fourteen
education interns are spending two days a week for their

semester getting ready for their student teaching experience by
interning under Love teachers. Two St. Bonaventure professors,
Judy Jones and Leslie Chambers, accompany the students and
teach them for half the day earning three college credits per
semester. The other half of the day is spent in the classroom. The
interns are able to practice and relate what they are learning in
their studies to the classroom experience. Love teachers decide
what the interns will teach by assigning them a thematic unit plan
in a particular subject such as Science. The lesson plan the interns
create have to be approved both by the Love teacher and the St.
Bonaventure professors before presented to the class. The interns
are observed on a regular basis as part of their course. This experi-
ence helps the intern prepare for their next step, which is student
teaching. The students are encouraged to participate in all aspects
of the school including extracurricular activities and open houses.
There are interns at all grade levels at Love and have become huge
help for the teachers.

“These interns have really helped us by becoming an extra set
of hands in the classroom,” said Principal, Renee Hartling. “These
interns also have a fantastic technology background which they are
sharing with their teacher and Love students to integrate into all the lesson plans.” - Renee Hartling, Principal

St. Bonaventure intern, Christopher Trotto, works with 1st grade
students in Dave Anderson’s class on their counting and math skills. 
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High School News

T
he Food Service Department has a  computerized cashing system. Each student has a personal identification number.  This is
their personal account number that they will always use for breakfast and lunch.

The system is designed for a number of conveniences for parents and students. Deposits can be made to your child’s personal
account for breakfast and lunch, thus reducing the chance that breakfast or lunch monies will be forgotten, lost or stolen. This
will also insure that your child is getting his or her breakfast or lunch and not spending the money
elsewhere. Prepayment is for breakfast or lunches only… not snacks.While students still have the
option of paying for lunches on a daily basis as they go through the line, we strongly suggest that
payment in advance will speed up transactions, allow lines to move quickly and afford more time
for eating. Pre-payments by check can be made out to: Jamestown Schools Food Service Dept.
Prepayments can be made at any time to the cashier in the cafeteria.   We hope you take advan-
tage of the prepayment system to your child’s account.
Some factors that will help this system : 

• Students must know their number.
• Pre payment of full and reduced meals will speed up lines because there will be no han
dling of money. (it is already in the students account.).
• Total cooperation of Faculty, Staff, Students, and Parents is necessary. Parents are 
encouraged to practice numbers with their children at home.

Please feel free to contact Steven Small – Director of  Food Services at 483 – 4398 if you or your
student have any questions about the program.

Food Service
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Physical Therapist, Karen Finson works with Jesse Slade

11th grade student, Greg Gibbs, works in the wiring
booth for Basic Electricity &Electronics. 

10th grader, Pat Carson and 11th grader,
Tricia Dallas, work on a circuit project.

Homecoming 2003

Andy Cobb in costume for The Scarlet
Pimpernel.

Teen TV, an innovative program sponsored by Jamestown Schools through the 21st

Century Grant, the Arts Council for Chautauqua  County, the Youth Bureau and Time
Warner Cable, is looking for creative kids interested in more learning about the

media and television. Teen TV participants learn to produce monthly television programs,
fiction films, documentaries, music and poetry videos, and interviews with local people
and personalities. Teens learn to work in teams, self-initiate, organize, meet deadlines,
and serve a larger community. Some Teen TV participants are already interning in local
media positions. Teen TV meets after school Monday – Thursday. Five trained professional
help students at two locations. For more information, please contact, Peter Upor at 484-
3295, Linda Taylor at 488-0922, or email teentv@artscouncil.com.

Parents Encourage Your Children to 
Join Teen TV! JHS Students Receive

Honors 

J
HS Principal, Joe Yelich, and Guidance
Counselors, Michael DeFrancisco and
Amy Biellinski, announced today, that

Elliot Vos, Marty Skelton, Robert Prinzi
and Kevin Christner, have been named
Commended Students in the 2004
National Merit Scholarship Program. Mr.
Yelich presented a Letter of
Commendation from the school and
National Merit Scholarship Corporation,
which conducts the program, to these
scholastically talented seniors.

About 34,000 Commended
Students throughout the nation are being
recognized for their exceptional academic
promise. Although they will not continue
in the 2004 competition for Merit
Scholarship awards, Commended
Students placed among the top five per-
cent of more than one million students
who entered the 2004 competition by
taking the 2003 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

Make a Difference Day!!

M any schools participated in Make a
Difference Day projects. Jefferson
(left) held a “Walk for Play” to help

raise funds for the new Bergman Park play-
ground and raised over $1,500. Washington
students (below left), collected over 1,500
non-perishable food items for the Joint
Neighborhood Project’s food pantry and JHS
Student Organization students read to Love
students during a Halloween celebration at
the school. Good job in making a difference in


