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First, I would like to
take the time to
say "thank you" for

supporting the budget
this year. This was a
most difficult year for
the state, the school dis-
trict and for you, the
property owners.  Your
generosity in passing
this budget is truly
appreciated.

It is also that time of
year to recognize our
graduates. For the major-
ity, the culmination of
many years of schooling
in the Jamestown system
will come to an end. At
the same time, it is the
beginning of a new chap-
ter in these young peo-
ple's lives. They may
choose college, military
service or the world of
work. Whatever they
choose, they are our
future. I wish this year's
seniors the very best that
life has to offer and I
congratulate their par-
ents for the fine job they
have done in raising
them. Please have a safe
graduation!

JHS’ Top Ten Academic Students 2003 f r o m
t h e

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Upcoming School Board Meetings

July 8, 2003 . . . . . . . . . Administration Building
July 22, 2003 . . . . . . . . Administration Building
August 12, 2003 . . . . . Administration Building
August 26, 2003 . . . . . Administration Building

ALL SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS BEGIN AT 7:00 PM. THE 7/8/03
MEETING WILL BE THE REORGANIZATIONAL AND FIRST
REGULAR MEETING OF THE YEAR

Jamestown Board of Education 2002~2003
Christine Schnars, President

Joseph Pawelski, Vice President
Nancy Knee, Laurel Lucas,

Thomas Pope, Stephen Shulman, Timothy Thomas
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News from Jamestown School District

Raymond Fashano

Budget Vote & Election Results 
As a result of the June 4th Canvass Meeting, a total of 1,319 votes were
cast for the 2003-04 school budget. The results are as follows:

Budget vote:

Yes - 722
No - 597

School Board Election (three seats open on the Board):

Christine Schnars - 917 (three-year term)
Laurel Lucas - 896 (three-year term)
Deann Nelson - 185 (one-year term to fill Steve Perrigo’s seat) 

Steven Wendelboe
Plans to attend Colgate University

David Fiorella
Plans to attend Renssleaer

Polytechnical Institute 

JHS
Valedictorian

Anne
Gullotti

Plans to
attend

University
of Buffalo

Joseph
Andrews

Plans to
attend

University
of Notre

Dame

#3 #4

#5 #6

#7 #8 #9 #10

Kathleen
Amatuzzo

Plans to
attend

Mercyhurst
College

Chelsea
Bush

Plans to
attend
Ithaca

College

Lucas
Anderson

Plans to
attend

University of
Wisconsin

Kathryn
Bogey

Plans to
attend

Jamestown
Community

College

Chelsea
Denn

Plans to
attend

University of
Buffalo

Joanna
Grundstrom

Plans to attend
Duke University

JPS’ Honors Retirees

Middle School Moving-Up Ceremonies

The Middle Schools will all hold Moving-Up
Ceremonies on June 23rd at the school. The times are
as follows:

Jefferson Middle School 6 p.m.
Persell Middle School 7 p.m.
Washington Middle School
(Entertainment & Refreshments) 6 p.m. 
Ceremony 7 p.m.

Congratulations to Bush, Ring &
Persell Schools 

JPS recently held a Retirement Breakfast for employees retiring this year.
The retirees received a certificate and a JPS pin for their service. The fol-
lowing is a list of the 2003 retirees: 

Brain Bogey Judy LeFebvre Richard Stineman
Larry Brickley Patricia Limberg Linda Taylor
Eileen Braungard Joseph Linden Geraldine Tedesco
Josephine Buccola Arvilla McKotch Joan Warner
Carl Calimeri Frederick Natarelli Brenda Wilson
Nancy Dawson Emily O’Neill William Wion
Joseph DiMaio Diana Olson
David Flick Cynthia Peterson
Ronald Frederes Thomas Phillips, Sr.
Helen Graham Dennis Pritchard
Mary Griffin Gayle Schulte
Karen Harp Audrey Shannon
Edwin Holmes Sharyl Shields
Joan Huston John Siwula
Joseph Ingrao Sandra Spitale
Lois Kibler Elizabeth Sprankle

J
oe
Constantino, a
representative

from the NYS
Department of
Education pre-
sented plaques to
Phil Cammarata
of Persell, Tom
Schmidt of Bush,
and Felix Muzza

of Ring, to recognize their “Most Improved Schools in
NYS” honors. Mr. Constantino commended the schools
and the district for its team effort in improving our
schools. Congratulations to these schools, and all
schools in the district, for their hard work.  

Assistant Superintendent, Deke
Kathman, presents a retirement award

to Joan Warner.

JHS
Salutatorian 



Middle School News

“T
here has been $571,121,194,311 in money cir-
culated since June 2000,” said Jefferson stu-
dent, Eddie Sunquist.

Eddie was talking about his project during the
school’s Project Fair presentation  Eddie chose to do his
project on how money circulates. The Project Fair was
an interdisciplinary project for all Jefferson eighth
graders. Other topics students chose included the solar
system, a guide to surviving 8th grade, creating a video
of making a song, different kinds of drums, the Middle
Ages, animal testing, and the 80s. 

Students could pick ideas from ELA, Math, Social
Studies, Science, Foreign Languages, art, physical educa-
tion, health and music. Once students chose an idea
they submitted a proposal that stated the project title,
purpose for the object, objectives of the project and
material needed. Students met with their project men-
tors, who were teachers of the curriculum they chose,
every week to help them keep on top of their project
and help them find any resources they might need. 

Students created a display, or visual presentation,
along with a two-page English Language Arts paper
describing their project. 

- Carm Proctor,  Principal 
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Jefferson Middle School 
Persell Middle School

P
ersell fifth grade Team All-Stars recently held an Open House so
parents could see their children’s projects in Social Studies,
Math, Science and English Language Arts. 

Social Studies teacher, Annika Putney, had students investigate their
family history. They researched where their families came from, col-
lected photos and facts on their families and wrote out a presenta-
tion. Once students completed their research, they created a visual
history using Hyper Studio on the computer. Ms. Putney used this
project to tie into the Immigration Unit the students worked on in
class.

Math teacher, Cindy Pearson, and Comp. Ed teacher, Suzanne
Boland, created math stations that both parents and students worked
together to solve problems. The stations included: tangram puzzles,
pattern blocks, and many other math-related games. All of the activi-
ties were designed as a fun way to develop critical thinking and rea-
soning skills, as well as use of math facts. It also provided a sharing
time between parents and students that could be continued at home. 

Tiffany Goldberg, the English Language Arts teacher, had students
guide their parents through their writing portfolios. The portfolios
included personal narratives, an autumn poem, and a persuasive
paragraph. It also included various assessments and tests so parents
could see their child’s growth from the beginning of the year.

Science teacher, Lori Cook, had her students complete research
projects on unusual mammals as the culmination of a unit studying
mammals. Examples of mammals included a pangolin or "scaly
anteater," a Cape buffalo and a fruit bat. Students had to research
and use at least two sources, such as the Internet and books from

the library. They
also completed a
bibliography.

Consultant
teacher, Maryann
Taylor, helped the
team with all proj-
ects. Parents, stu-
dents and staff had
an enjoyable open
house reviewing
the team’s work for
the school year.

-  Phil Cammarata, 

Principal

W
ashington students had a special historical presentation from WWII
Veterans. The veterans told stories, showed students memorialbilia includ-
ing diaries, letters and photos. 

Daniel Bently, a WWII veteran, read to students in Mrs. Szwejbka’s class from his
diary.

“Hope I get to a shower soon. I’m getting tired of using my helmet as a bath.” 
Students also heard from Roland & Doris Swanson and Frank Webster who gener-

ously donated their time. They talked about war time their daily life.
“Every morning at daylight the local people went to market. Their donkeys brayed

so loud they woke us up. No revelry was needed,” said Mr. Bently about his visit to
Casablanca.

The students asked questions and had the opportunity to learn about history from
the people who actually lived it. The program was set up by the School Home
Community Volunteer Program run by Terry Struchen. 

- Dan Bracey, Principal

Washington Middle School

JPS’ Students & Faculty Race for A Cure

JHS Awards Night

J
amestown Public Schools staff and
students participated in helping out
the American Cancer Society’s Relay

for Life on June 8th. Ring School’s team
raised $2,950.00 and JHSraised
$838.00, which included donations
from JHS, Lincoln and Washington. JHS
“Big Top” tent held games and food for
people to purchase during the Relay.
JHSalso held a Hat Day where students
could donate $1 to wear a hat to school
all day. Thanks to all that participated to
raise money for cancer research. 

Fletcher student,
Katelyn Kindberg
and her parents,
Terri and Gary, pre-
sented a $500
check to her
teacher, Nancy
Miller , and
Principal, Chris
Tracey. The fourth
grader won first place in the 2003 Laurel Run
Poster/Essay Contest sponsored by The Resource Center.
Katelyn's poster and essay were chosen out of over 150
submitted. Her essay was about a girl in her dance
class who was born with only part of her arm. Katelyn
wrote how the girl danced just like everyone else in
class and was a great dancer.

"My friend was born the way she was to encourage
other kids, both with and without disabilities, that they
can achieve anything. It just doesn't matter what is on
the outside of a person. It matters how they are on the
inside,” said Katelyn.

Fletcher School plans to use the prize money to pur-
chase Ability Awareness Kits. The kits allow students to
simulate what it is like to have a disability. They use
blindfolds, earplugs and other items to help children
become aware and more sensitive to people with dis-
abilities. Any remaining money is planned to be put
towards the purchase of playground equipment that
can be used for students with disabilities.

Jefferson student, Danielle
Snow, won an honorable men-
tion in The Buffalo News
Political Cartoon Contest.
Danielle is a student in Mr.
Rich’s social studies class. The
entire class created political
cartoons as part of looking at
current events. Danielle’s was
one of 150 entries across
Western New York. 

Bush 4th grade student,
Kenney Gibbons, won
first place in a “What

the Flag Means to Me?”
Contest sponsored by

the Chautauqua County
Legion Lakewood Post.   

Mary Weedon, a Washington
volunteer, helps 5th grader,
Dustin Phillips, read the book,
“The Secret Life of a Fifth
Grade Comedian,” during a
Paired Reading Program. This
special time allows students
to receive extra reading time
with the help of a community
member. The Paired Reading
Program has 28 volunteers
with 34 slots available every

year. Volunteers can read one to five times a week. The
program currently helps 22 students. 

J
HS Awards Night was held at the
Reg Lenna Civic center on June
10th. Over 75 awards were given

by over 45 community members and
organizations to JHS students.
Jamestown Community College gave
36 scholarships and awards and the
Community Foundation gave seven
awards & scholarships.
Congratulations to all JHS award win-
ning students! 

Miriam Olson, who received the University of
Rochester Humanities/Social Sciences award,
Shelby Harvey, who won the Marine Corp

Award for Scholastic Excellence, and Elliot Voss,
who received the U of Rochester Bausch & Lomb

Science Award & the Tech Computing Medal.

Rob Prinzi, Jon DeAngelo, and John
Lamancuso, whoall received the American
Legion Scholarship/IRA Lou Post 149 Boys

State. Rob also received the James
Prendergast Prize Fund; Jon DeAngelo also

won the Ros Kamp Award. 

Jayme Genco,
Jillian Zeolle,

and Paul
Wiedenhofer,

who all
received the
United Food
Commercial

Workers District
Union Local 1

Scholarship.   

Alana
Hoyer-
Leitzel 

received the
Eunice
Amelia

Anderson
Award and

the Wells
College

21st
Century

Leadership
Award.   

JHS Students of the Year, Kristen Caronia,
Michelle Farr, Paul Robbins and Andy Cobb.

Jose Sanchez, Sean Lodestro, Mrs. Samuelson,
Kristen Schifano and Courtney Casselman par-

ticipated JHSHat Day.

Ring School “Roadrunner” Team JHS “Big Top” Relay Team



F
or the past several months,
students from Jamestown
Community College have

ignited Love School’s 3rd
graders’ interest in science. Mrs.
Plumb and five of her students
visited our classrooms providing
hands-on activities exploring
concepts including rocks and
minerals, electricity and mag-
netism, acids and bases, gravity,
and color and light. The chil-

dren were actively involved in preforming experiments, enabling them
to understand basic scientific ideas. Each student also received an activi-
ty booklet, which was completed during the visit. This program culmi-
nated with a visit to JCC. While there, our students visited the biology,
chemistry, physics, and geology lab. Our students eagerly viewed vari-
ous specimens and participated in many demonstrations, including mak-
ing fire without matches, investigating light with a laser, and identifying
rocks by using acid and hardness testing. This was an extremely exciting
and informative program for our 3rd graders. 

- Renee Hartling, Principal

Lincoln Elementary School

L
incoln 3rd grade students gave back to
their community by holding a Penny
Drive for the United Way.

“My dad helped me think of the
idea of collecting pennies by putting jars in
the cafeteria,” said student, Olivia Sinatra. 

The entire 3rd grade class put their
extra pennies from lunch into jars and raised
$200.00 to give to the United Way.

These students learned that giving
to others is the best way to feel good about
themselves too. 

- Terry Radecki, Principal

Elementary School News
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Love Elementary School

Ring Elementary School

“C
areful kids, walk between the white lines please,”said Ring crossing
guard, Donna Grissom, after a recent school day.

Ms. Grissom is just one of the crossing guards in the district. She takes
care of the Ring students making sure they cross Buffalo Street safely.

“Safety is so important for our students,” said Principal, Felix Muzza.
“Also, we constantly need to reinforce the school 20 m.p.h. zone. Motorists
must obey the speed limit during school hours.”

Ms. Grissom has been a crossing guard since the city reinstated them at
Jamestown Schools. She has quickly learned students and parents’ names.

“I love it,” she said. “My child is a 10th grader at JHSand it’s nice to get
to work with the younger children again. The kids are great. Just the other
day a student brought me flowers.”

Ms. Grissom also does special things for the children. On Valentine’s Day
she gave out ice cream cone coupons from McDonalds that she made into
valentines for the students. 

Ms. Grissom also stresses the need for motorists to slow down around
district schools.

“People sometimes think that if I’m done crossing the student and head-
ing back to the side of the road that it is okay to go. I caution motorists to

only go once the light
turns green and the cross-
ing guard and students are
out of the walk,” she said. 

Ms. Grissom also
asks parents to remind
their kids to cross only at
the crosswalk for obvious
safety reasons.   

- Felix Muzza, Principal

Bush Elementary

School

B
ush 3rd grade stu-
dents recently held an
Author’s Tea for spe-

cial people in their lives.
Students shared their
English Language Arts
works including short sto-
ries, poetry, tales, conversa-
tions, recipes, postcards
and biographies. Families
read the students’ work
and had “tea” served by
the students.

One innovative part of
the portfolio that students
created for the tea had stu-
dents invent creatures. They
used descriptive language to create a “wanted” poster of their creature.
Then, the entire school participated in a “Monster Hunt.” Students read
the creatures description and then had to find the wanted posters
hanging in the hallways. 

- Tom Schmidt, Principal

Fletcher Elementary School

F
letcher 3rd grade students are learning about butterflies and incorporat-
ing district technology into a interesting Science unit. In Mrs. Johnson’s
class, they studied butterflies’ lifecycles, body parts, the difference

between moths and butterflies, migration and respect for all living things.
Students each received their own larvae to observe its growth to adult. 

“I like seeing the chrysalis,” said student, Josh Stam. “It was transparent
and I could see the pattern on the wings.”

To help the students become even more hands-on, Mrs. Johnson decided
to incorporate computer technology and have the students make iMovies of
the process. Along with keeping a written journal, students taped the butter-
flies process through their life cycle, wrote scripts, researched information
about the different types of butterflies in books and on the Internet, down-
loaded butterfly images and edited the iMovies to a finished project. Students
also incorporated art and
music into their videos.
One student played the
violin as the background
music for his butterfly
emerging from the
cocoon. 

Students will release
the butterflies into
Fletcher’s Butterfly
Garden and the iMovies
will be available on
Fletcher’s website, which
is accessed through
www.jamestownpublic-
school.org.   

-Chris Tracey, Principal
Lincoln students, Olivia Sinatra, Jacob Perkins, and
Alexis Yarber, present their pennies to Kim Peterson,
Campaign Chairman for the United Way.

Rogers Elementary School

“I
f you use mean words, you are
only being mean and rude,” said
Rogers Guidance Counselor, Thom

Wright. “We are going to bury all the
mean words kids use.”

Mr. Wright put together a unique
project for Rogers’ students to tie into
their character education program. He
talked to students about hurtful words
and then students were asked to write
down a word that they wouldn’t want to
be called and put the word into a box in
the office. Students came up with words
such as “Ihate you,” Jerk,” “You stink,”
and “Fatso.” Students were asked that
once they put their words in the box, they
pledged not to use them again on anoth-
er person.

“W e are trying to put the ugly
thoughts to rest at Rogers,” said Mr.
Wright. 

Students then buried the ugly
thoughts in front of the school. Teacher,
Mrs. Murphy donated flowers to plant
over the ugly thoughts.

“Out of ugly thoughts, we hope
something sweet will come out of it,” said
Mr. Wright.

- Sam Pellerito, Principal
Rogers’ students, Sharaia Walker, Kelsea Miller, Aubrin Potter, and Brianna

Darling, bury the school’s ugly thoughts. 

Ring crossing guard, Donna Grissom,
helps students cross at Buffalo Street. 

Bush student, Kayla  Castro, shows  her  mother, Joanne
Ramos, her portfolio of work. 
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Kate Amatuzzo, Jessica Lindbloom, Carrie Swanson
and Katie Magnuson

J
amestown High School is proud to announce that Dr. Gary Truce will be the 2003 Commencement Speaker. Dr. Truce
is a professor of Health and Physical Education at Binghamton University. He teaches courses in psycho-physiology,
and also contemporary health issues relating to human behavior and society.

Dr. Truce has a Doctorate of Education from West Virginia University with a concentration in Psychology relating to
Human Behavior Performance. Dr. Truce has studied the mind and body extensively, and has become nationally and
internationally known as a lecturer, motivator and consultant on psycho-physiological functions. He has also become
prominently known as a professional hypnotist and therapist.

Over the years, Dr. Truce has worked as a psychologist with various amateur athletes, National Football League teams,
professional golfers, racecar drivers, actors and entertainers. He also worked with the Athletic Congress’ Elite Athlete
Program and the United States Olympic Committee preparing track and field and Tae Kwon Do athletes for internation-
al competition and the Olympic Games.

Dr. Truce has been interviewed on several radio and television programs, and has had numerous articles written
about his talents and research, which have appeared in newspapers, magazines, books and journals throughout the
country.

JHS Announces Commencement Speaker

Summer Red Raider Basketball Camp Offered

C
oach Ben Drake has announced the dates of the Red Raider
Basketball Camps this summer.

For boys entering grades 4-6:Offensive skills camp July 7-11 from 
9 am – noon; team skills and fundamentals camp July 14-18 from 
9 am – noon; and shooting clinic on July 19 from 9 am – noon.

For boys entering grades 7-9:Offensive skills camp July 7-11 from 
1 – 4 pm; team skills and fundamentals camp July 14-18 from 1 – 4
pm; and shooting clinic on July 19 from 1 – 4 pm.

For boys entering grades 10-12:Offensive skill camp June 16-19 from
6 –9 pm; team skills and fundamentals camp July 21-25 from 
noon – 4 pm; and shooting clinic on July 19 from 6 – 9 pm.

For girls entering grades 7-12:Offensive skills and team fundamen-
tals camp June 13-15. 

For more information or for a brochure call Coach Ben Drake at J.H.S.
at 483-4380.

Commencement & Baccaulaureate Information 

JHS Baccalaureate will be held June 26th at 7 p.m. at First Lutheran Church

JHS Graduation Ceremonywill be held at Jamestown Savings Bank Ice Arena on 
June 27th at 7 p.m. Shuttle Buses available from the Ames Plaza starting at 5:15 p.m. to 7p.m. and after
graduation back to the Ames Plaza starting at 8:30 p.m. Please encourage people to use the shuttle instead

of parking near the Ice Arena.

M
embers of
the Key
Club col-

lected food dona-
tions for St. Susan’s
Kitchen. Club
Advisor, Dave
Munella, Vice
President, Marty
Baller and President,
Paul Robbins, pre-
sented the donation

to St. Susan’s Executive Director, Judy Christian. 

S
tudents in the
ALP Program
had a Video
Premiere on
May 14th in

the James Prendergast
Library. Fourth through
Sixth graders created videos with the help of Ed Tomassini,
from the Arts Council. Fourth graders created book commer-
cials, which will be given to the school libraries and
Prendergast Library for kids to view to decide if they want to
check the book out.

Fifth graders created poems and corresponding video
images. The sixth grade videos focused on moods such as
anger, excited, daring and depressed. The students created
their videos to show the mood visually.

Parents had a great time at the “opening” and enjoyed
seeing the creativity of these students. 

Jamestown School’s will offer Summer School for Pre-K through 12th grade students. There will also be a Summer Enrichment

Program offered at the Middle School level. 

Elementary School Summer School 
Summer School  will be offered at Love and Rogers Schools. Love and Ring students will attend Love. LIncoln, Fletcher, Bush and
Rogers’ students will attend Rogers. Classes will be held July 7th through August 8th from 9:00 a.m. to noon each day. Free breakfast
will be available. Busing will also be available from the home school to summer schools. Free lunch will also be available at Love,
Lincoln, and Rogers School playgrounds from 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. during summer school session. 

The focus of the Elementary School Summer School Program is English Language Arts with other core curriculum integrated into the

session. Anyone interested in Elementary Summer School can contact their child’s school for registration information. 

Middle School Summer School 
Summer School will be offered in two daily sessions: Period I from 9:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and Period II from 10:50 a.m. to 12:20
p.m. starting July 7th and ending August 15th.  Parents and students can register with their child’s guidance counselor until the end
of the school year. Transportation will be available from Persell and Jefferson for classes at Washington School. There is a free break-
fast and lunch progran available at Washington School. 

Courses offered include: Math, ELA, and ESL for 5th & 6th graders and ELA, Math, Social Studies, and ESL for 7th
and 8th graders. 

Enrichment Classes:
There are three 2-week Enrichment sessions offered at the Middle School level scheduled for Math, Science, Spanish and Creative
Writing: July 7th -18th, July 21st - August 1st, and August 4th -15th at Washington School. These courses are for all exiting 5th to
8th graders. Busing is provided from Jefferson and Persell. Students may mix and match classes, and sign up for one, two or all three
session. Registration is in each middle school guidance office. 

High School Summer School
Course Registration will be held at the JHSLibrary on June 30, 2003 by class. 

Seniors Class of 2003 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Juniors Class of 2004 10:00 am. to 11:00 a.m.
Sophomores Class of 2005 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Freshmen Class of 2006 1:00 p.m to 2:00 p.m.
8th graders (Keyboarding only) 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m 

All classes will be held at Washington School. First day of classes is July 7th ending August 12th.  
A sample of course offered:English 9 though 12, Global History I & II, US History/Government, Government/Economics, Algebra
Survey, Geometry Survey, Math A Prep, Earth Science, Biology, Keyboarding. Please contact JHSfor class times. 

T
aco Hut owner,
Jim Mason,
recently donated

$500 to the JHS Red
Raider Marching
Band. Co-presidents,
Katie Magnuson and Anna Bastian, and band member, Sarin
Smeragliuolo, thanked Mr. Mason for his generosity. The dona-
tion will be put towards the band's Orange Bowl trip. 

Taco Hut
Donates to
Marching

Band

ALP Students
Premiere

Videos 

JHSSenior Prom
Chris

Hammond
and Kristen

Schifano

Anne Gullotti,
Danielle Trusso
and Lisa
Micciche

Kale Hall, 
John  Pickett,
Neal Johnson

and 
Matt Kindberg

Kyle
McDermott

and Olivia
Bellardo

Summer Regents exams
offered August 13th and 14th. 

Key Club Donation 


