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News from Jamestown School District

Looking for more information
on the June 3 vote and how to
register to cast a ballot? The
following is a list of ways resi-
dents can obtain information
about both:

Budget Hearing at the Ring
Elementary School on 

May 27, 2003 
at 7 p.m.

Budget Document Available

The complete 2003-04 Budget document
will be available on May 20 and can be
reviewed at the Board of Education
Administration Building at 201 E. Fourth
Street, Jamestown, New York.

Voter Information

Polling Places will be located at six
Jamestown Public Schools: Bush,
Washington, Love, Lincoln, Persell and
Fletcher. The polls will be opened from
noon to 9 p.m. on June 3. Please call the
Administration Building at 483-4420 for
any questions on polling locations, or
where you should vote.

Voter Eligibility

To be eligible to vote in the Jamestown
Public School District Budget/Board of
Education Election, an individual must be:
at least 18 years of age; a United States
citizen; a resident of the Jamestown
Public School District for at least 30 days
prior to June 3, and a registered voter.

All qualified voters residing within the
City of Jamestown registered for the pre-
ceding general election, and still reside in
the same school election district, OR all
qualified voters residing outside the City
of Jamestown but within the confines of
school districts formerly known as
Kiantone Number Three and Busti
Number Seven, who voted or were quali-
fied to vote at the preceding general elec-
tion, and still reside in the same school
election district are entitled to vote at the
annual School Board Election and Budget
Vote being held June 3, 2003. 

For Individuals Not Registered

In order to be entitled to vote, people
must present themselves personally for
registration before the Board of
Registration of the Jamestown Public
School District in the third floor
Conference Room of the Board of
Education Administration Building, 201
East Fourth Street, Jamestown, New York
on May 20, 2003 between 2:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m.

Absentee Ballots

Registered voters who are not able to
vote in person on Election Day may be eli-
gible to vote by absentee ballot.
Applications can be obtained through the
District Clerk, in person, by mail, or by
phone. (District Offices, 201 E. Fourth
Street, Jamestown, New York; 483-4420).
Those wishing to receive the ballot by
mail must apply at least seven days
before the vote. Ballots must be received
by the District Clerk by 5 p.m. on June 3,
2003. 

Dear Residents of
the Jamestown
Public School
District:

W
ell, it finally hap-
pened! A school
budget proposal to

you, our residents, that has
less money coming from
New York State and a budg-
et where costs continue to
go up due to public retire-
ment systems, health care
costs, utilities, energy and
contract settlements. I have
written several articles to
our public either in District
Newsletters or The Post-
Journalexplaining each
and every round of cuts
and restorations from the

Board of Education.
This budget will see

a budget decreaseof $5,108,645 (-8.65%) and a tax levy
increase(excluding STAR payments) of $883,039 (+7.58%). This
the first of three projected insufficient state aid budgets. This
newsletter will attempt to explain the complicated budget
process that has local officials frustrated and angry at the same
time. It calls for a shift of tax burden from the state to the local
property owner.

The Board of Education and District administration have
worked countless hours redesigning programs to reduce costs
by making tough budget reducing decisions like cutting posi-
tions and reducing programs to reduce the tax levy to 7.58%.
We all agree that this is a major tax increase even in light of the
fact that school taxes have only increased twice in the last nine
years. These two previous increases have totaled about 4%
school tax raises in nine years, or about an average of .44% each
year.

The State of New York (as of the writing of this newsletter)
has not passed a budget on time in 19 years. The system is
flawed, broken, and in need of serious reconsideration of its
legal obligation to have the state budget passed on time for
school officials. Many people have attended Board of Education
meetings to express their concern over this new budget and its
programs. We thank you for your input regarding these various
programs. The Board of Education has listened to you and in
many cases has taken your input into consideration and restored
many items to this
budget.

I believe that is the
way a democracy
works and your Board
of Education and
Administration have
heard you. We believe
we have restored to
the budget items the
public wants in our
school system. Thank
you for your considera-
tion in these matters.
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Jam es t o w n  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s
Impression

Jefferson Math teacher, Bev Taylor, works with 7th grade student, Danielle Abbey.

JHS students, Erin Larson and Sarah Dixon, work in
Wendy Broderick’s AT Global Studies Class. 

Lincoln students, Lilyan Kates and Alexis Pratt, read during a 
Book Buddies session.

Persell Band
Director,

Peter
Lindblom,
works with

Brynne
Deppas and

Ashley
Johnson
during a
trumpet 
lesson. 

Jefferson
track stu-

dents, Cassy
Cusimano,
Ashleigh

Rough, and
Allie Becker,
try out the

school’s
new

Wellness
Center

funded by
the Carol M.
White Phy
Ed Grant. 

For  M or e I n f o r mat i on
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Math
• 93% of district students taking 

Sequential Mathematics Course III 
passed.

• There was a 11% increase in students 
meeting or exceeding state standards 
on the 8th grade Math exam. 

• There was a 15% increase in female 
students passing the 8th grade Math 
exam.

Science
• 85% of district students met or 

exceeded state standards on the 
Middle Level Science Assessments. The 
state average was 76%.

• 91% of students taking the Living 
Environment Exam passed.

English Language Arts
• 36% of district students that took the 

High School Comprehensive Exam 
scored at the highest level (85 to 100).

Social Studies
• 91% of district General Education 5th 

grade students passed the Social 
Studies exam.

• 39% of students taking the U.S. 
History & Government Exam scored at 
the highest level (85 to 100).

Foreign Languages
• 92% of Spanish students passed the 

proficiency exam. (This is an increase 
of 6% from 2000-01)

• 93% of students taking the 
Comprehensive French Exam passed.

• 94% of students taking the 

Comprehensive Spanish Exam passed.

Special Education
• The district’s graduation rate of stu-

dents with disabilities is 11% higher 

than the state average. 

Good News in Our Schools!!
Math:

• RogersSchoolhad 75% of their students meet or exceed the NYSstandards.
• Washington School increased by 13% the number of students meeting or exceeding the 

NYS standards.

• Persell Schoolhad 66% of students meet or exceed NYSstandards.

• Jefferson Schoolshowed a 9% increase in students passing the Math exam.

• Fletcher Schoolhad 65% of students meet or exceed NYS standards, a 10% increase over 2000-
01.

English Language Arts:

• Ring Schoolhad 70% of students meet or exceed NYSstandards.

• Bush School increased by 11% the number of students meeting or exceeding the NYS standards.

• Lincoln Schoolhad 60% of the students meet or exceed the NYS standards.

• Love School had a 6% increase in students scoring at the highest level. 
• Persell Schoolhad 55% of students meeting or exceeding NYS standards.

• Scholarships for JHSstudents have increased dramatically in the past two years. There is also an
increase this year in the number of JHS students planning to attend 4-year colleges.

Revenues

Where Tax Dollars Come From

2003-04
Proposed % of

Operating Expenses: Budget Budget

State Aid/STAR $40,905,372 75.77%
Payments in Lieu of Taxes $  1,152,000 2.13%
Interfund Revenue $  1,489,724 2.76%
Miscellaneous Revenue $     780,755 1.45%
Fund Balance $     800,000 1.48%
Tax Levy $ 8,855,634 16.40%

GRAND TOTAL $ 53,983,485   100.00%

Expenditures

Where Tax Dollars are Spent

2003-04
Proposed % of

Operating Expenses: Budget Budget

Salaries and Wages $ 31,681,114 58.69%
Fringe Benefits $ 9,321,007 17.27%
Supplies, Textbooks, 
Equipment $ 1,444,769 2.68%
BOCES Services $ 3,914,631 7.25%
Other Contractual Fees 
(utilities, tuition, rent) $ 3,468,148 6.42%
Debt Service Principal 
and Interest $ 4,105,816 7.61%
Interfund Transfer for
Summer School $ 48,000 0.09%

GRAND TOTAL $ 53,983,485 100.00%

Salaries and Wages
58.69%Fringe Benefits

17.27%

Fund Bal 1.48%

State Aid/STAR
75.77%

I n s t r uc t i o na l  R esu l t s  2 0 0 1 - 0 2 B u d g et  B r eak d o w n

JHS student, Tom Foster, works on a project for College
Keyboarding Class.

Bush teacher, Laurel Schwarz, reads and works with her
first grade class. 

Washington student, Nashria Guerrero, prepares for
her Middle Level Science assessments by practicing

lab skills. 

Improving ELA
scores over the past
three years at Bush

and Ring, and in
Math scores at

Persell, resulted in
these schools being

named 
“Most Improved 
Schools in NYS.”

Brian Bogey practices with the A Cappella Choir.

JPSPhysical Education teacher, Kevin
Swanson, tries one of the new SMILE
Labs provided by the district’s Carol

M. White Phys. Ed

JHS teacher, Shari Shields, works with Nathan Gibbons, on a pamphlet project
for English class. 
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Q.What was Governor

Pataki’s proposal for education?

A.Governor Pataki cut funding to Jamestown
Public Schools by $4,449,030. Operating aid,
Universal Pre-Kindergarten, early class size reduc-
tion and minor maintenance aid were cut.

Q.What is the real problem in devel-

oping a new budget this year?

A.School districts are being forced to navi-
gate between hazards:  How far to cut pro-
grams? How far to raise the local tax levy?
Several districts are having tax increases greater
than 8% and some may have double digit per-
centage increases.

Q.What effect does the loss of this

much needed revenue have on a budg-

et?

A.For Jamestown, the effects are devastating
because we depend on about 75% state aid and

we have very little property base to make up this
money at the local level. A tax rate increase of
1% only raises about $116,000 in new monies.

Q.Isn’t the loss of revenue and costs

rising a “double-edged sword”?

A.Yes. Each year costs within a budget rise
and if you also lose revenue it means there is less
money and more expenditures - a so-called “dou-
ble-edged” problem.

Q.Jamestown Public Schools received

a $1.5 million 21st Century grant.  Won’t
that save the District in this fiscal crisis?

A.No.  This is an after-school grant that
ensures and expands our after-school program
only for another five years in our school system.

Q.Why not stop our construction proj-

ect and use the money for the budget?

A.This cannot be done. The
construction money is a separate
fund that the voters set aside for
additions, renovations and remod-
eling of our schools. It cannot be
used for general fund expenses. It
is included in the regular budget
only as debt service payment,
similar to home mortgage pay-
ments.

Q.Why isn’t the budget being put up

as propositions and let the voters decide
what they want to pay for in their
schools?

A.Superintendent Fashano thought that might
be a way to let true democracy work. It was
thought that if district voters wanted a certain
proposition and they voted yes, then later, if
additional monies were received from the state,
they would lower the tax rate.  Upon further
research, the Superintendent found this would
be illegal to do.

Q.How many Board of Education seats

are up for election?

A.There are three Board seats up for election -
two, three-year terms and one, one-year term. 

Q.Why didn’t the Board of Education

place athletic, music and arts budgets as

separate propositions?

A.Under the new contingency budget cap
rules, interscholastic athletics, co-curricular activi-
ties, music and the arts are considered in the
program component of the budget and cannot
be separated out for a separate vote.

Q.Were budget cuts shared across

the District?

A.The general theme was to share the pain
across all facets of our budget. Therefore, cuts
have been made to administration, teachers,
paraprofessionals, buildings & grounds, and
supervisors along with programs being down-
sized like alternative education and the TEAM
program.

Q.Were extra-

curricular and athletic budgets reduced?

A.Yes.  Each middle school was allocated
$5,000 for clubs. Jamestown High School was
given $10,500 for clubs excluding marching
band. This was a reduction of $40,520. The ath-
letic budget was reduced by $20,997.

Q.Have Unions been asked to take a

salary freeze?  Is Central Administration
staff taking a salary freeze?

Yes.  Unions were asked to take a salary freeze.
Many of the Unions have signed an agreement
to offer less costly health insurance options that
will help - some now and in future years. Three
unions are negotiating new contracts this year.
Others have rejected salary freezes because of
good faith negotiations and contract settle-
ments.
Yes.  Central Administration has taken a salary
freeze. This includes the Superintendent,
Assistant Superintendents and Directors. Other
administrators such as principals and coordina-
tors are governed by separate union contracts
negotiated previously.

Q.Will schools be closed in the future?

A.We are entering what has been termed as
the first of at least three BAD budget years.  The

District may
be forced to
look at all
options if this
trend contin-
ues.

Q.Will

Administration
move out of

the Alltel build-
ing?

A.The lease of
the Alltel building

was signed for five years.
We have asked Alltel to consider reducing our
cost per square foot with this budget crisis and
are waiting for a reply. We will be asking the
Chautauqua County Teachers Center to pay for
their space on the fourth floor. Please remember
that the old Administration Building needed
about $2 million in repairs and this expense
would have been non-aided. By creating a Tech
Academy, the district will get 95% state aid, a
remodeled building, and the $2 million will not
go directly to taxpayers to pay for dollar for dol-
lar in tax increases. It will also provide wonderful
opportunities for our students. 

Q.Did Jamestown’s school budget

increase or decrease in these troubled
times?

A.Decreased.  The JPS budget decreased
from $59,092,130 to $53,983,485 or a decrease
of $5,108,645 or 8.65%.  But, taxes increased by
$883,039 or 7.58%. This tax levy increase is
based on the legislative state aid proposal. 

Q.What happens if this budget is

defeated?

A.If a school budget is defeated, the
Board of Education has two options. First,
it may decide to present a modified budget
to the voters for a second vote. If the
budget is defeated a second time, the dis-
trict mustadopt a contingency budget. The
District may also skip a second vote alto-
gether and proceed directly to adopting a
contingency budget.

Q.What happens if the state

budget is passed after May 27, 2003 and
money is restored to Jamestown Public
Schools?

A.Since the law prescribes a series of notice
and hearing requirements such as the Property
Tax Report Card to the State Education
Department at least 24 days prior to the budget
vote, the additional aid can then only be used to
lower the local tax levy or be saved for use in a
future year.  Furthermore, Jamestown Public
Schools scheduled budget hearing is set for May
27 at 7:00 p.m. at Ring Elementary School. The
budget vote is scheduled for June 3 from Noon

to 9:00 p.m. at various
schools where vot-

ers are regis-
tered. This is a

change from
May 20 vote
to give
State more
time to
pass a
budget.

Q.Will my taxes go up from this budget?

A.Yes. Despite the Board of Education agreeing to
decrease the budget by $5,108,645 or 8.65%, your
taxes will still increase about 7.58%. The Board has
cut or reduced programs and eliminated about 75-80
jobs in this very difficult budget process. 

Q.How much will my taxes go up?

A.If you have a house assessed for
$20,000, your taxes will increase about
$84.76 per year. This is an estimate based
upon last year’s total assessed value and
last year’s equalization rates of which the
Board of Education has no control.

Q.What has been the main obstacle to overcome to finalize

the budget?

A.New York State did not pass their annual budget on time again. This
will make the 19th straight year. If revenue is unknown then district officials
have to use the governor’s state budget aid proposal for their revenue side
of the school budget.

Q.Why do budgets go up every year?

A.The major reasons for budget increases are:
•Materials, supplies and equipment cost 

increases
•Utility and energy costs increase
•Retirement Systems - Employee 

Retirement System increased from 1.4% 
to 4.5% and Teacher Retirement System 
increased from .36% to 2.5%.

•Health insurance costs, especially private 
HMO’s increased about 18%.  The 
District’s self-funded plan will increase 
between 6-8%.

•Union negotiated contracts have to be 
honored.

B u d g et  I n f o r m at i o n
Q u e s t i o n s&  A n s w e r s

Bush music
teacher, Mary

Crandall, works
on her laptop 

computer.

Rogers student, Corey Colville, works with community volunteer, Clem LaMonica, on his reading during a 
community program. 

Ring teacher, Debbie Wadin, works with
student, Brandon Mosley.
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B u d g et  D e t a i l s

CLASS SIZE
• District class size will be approxi-

mately 20-22 students due to the 
loss of teacher and paraprofes-
sional positions. K-12 learning 
opportunities will be continued, 
but somewhat downsized. 

COUNSELING SERVICES
• 2.5 guidance counselors have 

been restored. 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN
• Continue full day district-wide 

Kindergarten program.

SCHOOL SECURITY/
SAFETY MEASURES
• One School Resource Officer 

(SRO) was reinstated for JHS 
and one SRO was reinstated and to
be shared by the middle schools.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
• Continue to implement federal IDEA mandates - 

inclusion model in classrooms. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
• Continue repaying District loans to fund the Capital 

project. Work is presently being done at the Tech 
Academy, JHS, and Fletcher. Bush and Ring 

additions will start in Spring, 
2003.

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
•Continue to purchase computers 

through BOCES; a new student 
information management soft-
ware program will be imple-
mented this year, but was 
purchased during the 2002-03 

budget.

GENERAL PROGRAMS
•Programs weremodified to 

reduce costs for alternative edu-
cation for JHS and middle 
school students. TEAM Program 
was restored, but slightly down-
sized.

STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION
• Field trips have been reduced in 

number in each school. District 
will run a full compliment of its 
regular transportation services.

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES
• These services will be offered before or after school for 

students needing extra assistance, not during the 

regular school day.

UNIVERSAL 
PRE-K PROGRAM
• The program has not

been restored in
the state budg-
et at the time
of this

newsletter

printing. 

Vote June 3 7

2003-04 Budget Highlights
Funding has been included in the proposed 2003-04 Budget for:

Bus Garage
The JPS Bus Garage is completed with new offices
for the Building &Grounds Department, Purchasing
Department and Transportation Department. 

Fletcher School
Construction is ongoing at Fletcher School with new classrooms, five-
room addition, and more renovations over Summer 2003. Completion
is expected in Fall 2003.  

JHS
JHS construc-
tion work is
ongoing.
Phase I and II
are complet-
ed with Phase
III expected to
be done by
2004. The
new Industrial
Arts Wing is
completed
and workers
are currently
working on
the South
side of the
building on
the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd
floors.   

Persell School
Construction is completed at Persell including the new
auditorium, three-room addition, new library and
many classroom facelifts.

New Tech Academy 
Construction is ongoing at the New Tech Academy
located in the Old Administration Building. 

Martin Road Athletic Fields
This project is expected to be completed in early Summer. Fields maybe

used in Fall 2003. 

Planning of Additional Projects
Bush and Ring bids have been accepted
and awarded. Construction began in
Spring 2003. There will be additions
and renovations at each school. 

C ap i t a l  P r o j e c t s U p d a t e

JHS teacher, Mrs. Cass, works with ESL student, 
Yazmarie Mendoza.

Bush students, Syrel Fields and Raquel
Brake work on computers.Washington art student, Scott Wilson, works on a tree painting. 

Bush teacher, Tari Geisler, works
with her students on the district’s

Math program. 


